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Casio G-Shock GBA-400 dealsImage 1 of 5Image 2 of 5Image 3 of 5Image 4 of 5Image 5 of 5With Bluetooth and G'Mix, Casio's G-Shock GBA-400 is the toughest wearable technology to control your mobile music. But can this simplified smartwatch compete with the touchscreen timepieces? Find out in the G-Shock
GBA-400 review. Wearable tech is nothing new for the G-Shock brand, which already has third generation of Bluetooth-enabled watches. But unlike the usual evolution of gadgets, this new model has fewer features than the outgoing G-Shock GBA-6900, no more. Without the ability to alert you to incoming phone
messages, we'd hesitate to call it a smart watch, but the new G'Mix music app may make even better use of that Bluetooth connection. Now you're controlling your music without taking your precious smartphone out of your pocket. So while Android Wear, such as the Sony SmartWatch 3, LG G Watch R and Samsung
Gear Live struggle to balance usable functionality with the desired design, G-Shock simply adds remote control to the robust format it has served so well. In this glossy finish, it looks more disco than dirt trail, so can G-Shock still hard it out in the age of smartwatch? Casio G-Shock GBA-400: Size and construction The
thick resin housing is known G-Shock area and the GBA-400 is available in a range of striking colors, with letters with the model name indicating a blue, red, black/silver or black/gold finish, so our blue is the GBA-400-2A. Only one case size (51.9mm) is available, so if your wrists are a stapling like ours, you might want to
try one on for size before buying. Casio G-Shock GBA-400: Features Like all G-Shock watches, the GBA-400 is almost indestructible thanks to the thick layer of plastic resin and mineral glass that envelops the electronics and small moving parts. It is water resistant to 200 meters and impervious to dust and sand. You
also have a world clock, multiple alarms, LED light and a calendar on your wrist and if you still have problems with big hands and small hands, there is also a digital view of the time. What sets this watch apart are the Mobile Link features made possible by the implementation of Bluetooth 4.1. Download the G-Shock+
and G'Mix apps from Google Play or the Apple App Store, and the watch can add music remote control to the feature set. And with SoundHound built into the G'Mix app, you can also identify Shazam-style tracks without touching your phone. Potentially useful for cheating in a pop quiz? In addition to using your watch to
control your phone, reversing is also possible. So now you use the app to set the alarm, or change the settings of your watch without having to struggle with the awkward and confusing buttons around the dial. resolution touchscreen and supercomputer processing power, is better suited for messaging and social



networks. So unlike the GBA-6900 predecessor, it won't even warn of incoming messages. This streamlining makes the G-Shock GBA-400 more reliable when it comes to Bluetooth pairing, and although it still loses its connection after a period of non-use, it is much better at finding and pairing with its assigned phone – in
this case an Apple iPhone 6. Our Sony Xperia Z3 refused to recognize the watch, but that will probably change as Casio and Sony update their apps and firmware. Successfully paired, you now have very satisfactory control over the music library on your phone, which is deadly in situations where you'd rather leave your
expensive phone in your pocket. That large dial on the right side of the dial that looks like the crown, or wrapping mechanism is your volume button. By pressing the button below, you can also scroll through the sound EQ options and call SoundHound. The G'Mix app offers an alternative skin for iTunes on your phone, but
with your watch and phone paired, you can also use that dial to adjust the volume in any app, including BBC iPlayer Radio. We found that the remote control soon became the most useful aspect of the watch. The G'Mix app is more than just an MP3 player though. With SoundHound integrated, it's easy to switch the
watch's dial to search mode, so that the microphone in your phone can identify the melody around you and watch the result scroll across your watch. It's a bit of a gimmick, but great for seeming to be the biggest muso in the room. That's when it works of course. More obscure tracks, live music and mixes baffle
SoundHound just like shazzam. Casio G-Shock GBA-400: Battery G-Shock lists battery life as two years, assuming you only connect with your phone for two hours a day. That's quite a long time thanks to the improved energy management of Bluetooth 4.1, but it's a shame Casio didn't find room to deploy its solar cells
on this model to eek that a little more, as changing the battery is damn clunky. Casio G-Shock GBA-400: Verdict You'll either love, or hate the macho G-Shock style though, but fans should be glad that the recording of Bluetooth doesn't jeopardize the design, or hit the battery life too hard. Like any G-Shock, the
toughness is second to none and their display is as busy and hard to read as ever. Why is it still so hard to read the display at night when you turn on the LED? What Casio is entitled to with this latest Bluetooth edition, however, is to make this connectivity useful. While so many of today's heap smartwatches are trying to
achieve too much, the GBA-400 simple and satisfying remote control over the music on your Product name release date: Out now Product name price: £150 Casio has a new partnership with the Ministry of Defence, and to mark the occasion it has announced a new UK Edition of the G-Shock Mudmaster.Water resistant
to 200 meters, the new G-Shock features a camouflage design inspired by the Army's own Multi Terrain Pattern.Also linked to the army is how the watch has a stealth black dial - a detail specifically requested by the British Army so as to prevent the watch from attracting attention when worn on operations. Official
supplier to the Ministry of Defense, Casio says the new Mudmaster is a limited-edition timepiece, but has not revealed exactly how limited net yet. (Image credit: Casio) The watch features an updated Carbon Core Guard Structure and three-layer carbon-insert bezel, resulting in a timepiece that is as tough as the light is.
The special edition features cylindrical buttons to prevent dirt from entering the watch, plus a textured, camouflage strap and large buttons to make the features easy to use. These features include location and activity tracking, Bluetooth for connecting to the G-Shock Connected companion smartphone app, plus mission
log memory, location memory, sunrise and sunset data, and an estimate of calories burned. (Image credit: Casio) There is also a compass, thermometer, altimeter/barometer, and step tracker, plus a stopwatch with 1/100 second accuracy, a countdown timer, and up to five daily alarms. As you'd expect, the Mudmaster is
a great watch, with a case that measures up to 53.1mm wide while weighing in (with belt) at 92g.Complete with a special edition camouflage box, the British Army edition G-Shock Mudmaster will be available in March and cost £450.Liked this? Shop G-shock watches here Casio is no stranger to thick sports watches, but
the Casio G-Shock GBD-H1000 is a unique beast. While Japanese brand Android Wear's Pro Trek devices have been clumsily singed in robust packaging, the GBD-H1000 has been redesigned to combine sturdy G-Shock style with fitness smarts. On paper there are several standout features. It's the first G-Shock watch
with a heart rate monitor and, along with built-in GPS and a range of sensors, promises to measure all kinds of running statistics. It also offers the unusual option of solar-assisted charging, which can use natural and artificial light to boost battery life. In practice, however, the potential is only partially realised. The GBD-
H1000 is a decent option if you're a fan of distinctive styling, provided you have the patience to get to grips with the frustrating interface – and space on your wrist for its colossal case. DesignThe Casio G-Shock GBD-H1000 is not designed to challenge an Apple Watch or a Samsung Galaxy Watch: it is exclusively
equipped for outdoor activities. As a result, his physical form gives priority durability over slender refinement. The GBD-H1000 is not subtle. At 63.0 x 55.0 x 20.4mm, the oversized case is one of the largest you'll find on any fitness watch. Thick resin elements form an angular bumper around the bezel, adding vital
protection for the mineral glass screen and improving shock resistance of the watch. They also eliminate any chance to squeeze it under your sleeve. (Image credit: Chris Rowlands) There's no getting away from the G-Shock's heft, but it stops just short of being unruly. It's heavy at 100g, but a suitably thick urethane
strap and curved resin back pieces ensure a safe, comfortable fit on most wrists. Those hoping for a full-color touchscreen will be disappointed, but the illuminated black and white LCD is friendly on battery life and provides clear and visible readouts even in direct sunlight. A splash of color would help to highlight important
information, though: the volume of data displayed can make the screen feel tight. InterfaceThe GBD-H1000 is controlled using five physical buttons around the perimeter. These require a sturdy press, which prevents accidental inputs, but it can be awkward to find your way past those big bezel protectors. Aside from the
larger metal accents run tracking shortcut, the textured buttons also feel quite plasticky. There is a steep learning curve for the watch's own OS, too. With six faces and seven mode screens to continue, it takes time to understand the role of each button, which can change depending on the mode. After a few weeks of
testing, some inputs still felt untrue – and it's telling that the user manual needs a flowchart to illustrate how to navigate the interface. There is plenty of data scattered across those screens, including heart rate, activity totals and a neat face with two time zones, while the main time registration screen is large and clear.
However, the layout can only be adjusted for running mode, so for example, if you want to see a few steps on the Start screen, you'll need to use the face with a large chart and a small time readout. (Image credit: Chris Rowlands) Because you only cycle through screens in one direction, you'll spend a lot of time pressing
the same button to reach the desired screen – a task painstakingly crafted by software that misses repeated inputs too quickly. This setup is especially strange for the notification screen: you have to scroll through every other mode before you reach a list of your latest updates, and it's not possible to create a shortcut
because the buttons can't be reloaded. The backlight offers another quirk, defeating the target by turning off when you switch off mode. Many of these niggles can and should be solved with future software updates, but for now the interface feels flawed in several ways. Features and trackingOntakeIf you are familiar with
the interface, you will find no shortage of data collected by the GBD-H1000. The watch is equipped with a compass, a thermometer, a and an accelerometer for accurate step tracking, as well as a heart rate monitor. This can constantly work for a full chart of your wrist or, for longer battery life, only during workouts. There
is also built-in GPS for route registration. Although this turned out to be broadly accurate, the watch took about a minute to satellite signal outdoors and regularly underestimates the distance we travelled, with as much as 300m on a 6km run - a significant margin of 5%. On the other hand, the auto-pause function worked
well and heart rate data consistently held up against the results of a chest strap. (Image credit: Chris Rowlands) Although waterproof to 200 metres, the GBD-H1000 will only keep full statistics for running activities - there is no swimming or multisport mode. While it's possible to create up to five custom 'workouts' for gym
exercise in the app, these are essentially sets of countdown timers that don't have the same value as the full interval or target-based training modes offered by some competitors. A whole host of stats are available on the screen during runs, including splits, pace, and heart rate. The volume of the data can sometimes feel
overwhelming, but the layout can be rearranged through the corresponding app and it's all useful once you know what's true. After you're done, the results can be dissected on the watch itself - except for the roadmap, for which you need the app. Battery lifeA area where the Casio G-Shock GBD-H1000 excels is battery
life. Officially, a full charge will see the watch last 12 months in timekeeping mode or 66 hours with the heart rate monitor turned on. In reality, it can go much longer courtesy of a solar panel integrated into the display. The solar charging system is so effective that we only had to charge the GBD-H1000 once during
testing. Even when tracking runs with GPS every other day, the battery never dropped below 80%. It works best when the dial is in direct sunlight, but it can also be charged indoors - albeit more slowly. (Image credit: Chris Rowlands) The watch's energy saving feature also helps. Place it in a dark place between 10 p.m.
and 6 a.m., and after an hour, it automatically switches off the screen and enters sleep mode. The result is a device that could theoretically run indefinitely without a wall charger. If you need to use the cable, the patented adapter snaps firmly and neatly in a dash on the back of the case and charges the watch from flat to
full in 2.5 hours.Companion appThe G-Shock GBD-H1000 only works with the special G-Shock Move app. It is smooth in appearance and comes with a number of tools to guide and improve your running. Create custom training plans, view your recovery status, and analyze a variety of activity data in depth, including
heart rate zones and aerobic effect, as well as graphs of your progress over time. You also use the app to adjust the display settings. Some, such as activity goals, can only be programmed with the app. Others, including alarms, be customized on the watch itself, but it's easier to do this with your smartphone. (Image
credit: Chris Rowlands) After an update, the app reliably syncs with the GBD-H100 via Bluetooth, automatically refreshing the activity log and data cards that make up the Start screen. These bright visual tallies tallies your results can be rearranged and hidden to adjust, making it easy and attractive to get on the info that
counts – whether that's your latest ongoing activity, monthly goals or step counts. You also add shortcuts for quick access to key settings. On the History tab, browse your training history, with some stats to browse about. To export this data, share a stylized image of your running route with a few key metrics, or – thanks
to an update – link the app to Strava, Apple Health, or Google Fit. This connectivity introduces a welcome dose of flexibility, but those invested in alternative workout platforms, such as MapMyRun or RunKeeper, will find it still limitingThe Casio G-Shock GBD-H1000 is a distinctive watch with the potential to be a very
capable running companion. The numerous sensors collect a useful range of data, while the solar charging system translates into theoretically endless battery life. The big, thick case won't be to any taste, but the rugged design is a trademark of the G-Shock brand and should appeal to Casio fans. (Image credit: Chris
Rowlands) Unfortunately, it has been let down by various restrictions. The interface is not intuitive, with a cumbersome system that allows users to scroll through readouts on only one side. Despite the size of the case, the G-Shock screen is a little too small for the amount of data that is displayed, while the lack of
customization options is a shame. The app is visually appealing and offers enough for runners to get their teeth into, but many will be limited by the ability to export data to only a handful of third-party platforms. Further software updates can transform the user experience and unlock the full fitness smarts of the G-Shock
package. Until that happens, the GBD-H1000 doesn't feel quite sorted enough to justify its £379 (about $470, AU$720) price tag. The best fitness trackers 2020: the best activity bands on the planet
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